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Kindly enter the following Preliminary Amendment in the 
above-identified application: 
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In the Claims : 

Please amend the claims to read as follows (a copy of the 
amended claims showing the additions and deletions appears at 
the end for the Examiner's convenience): 

3. The process as claimed in claim 1 wherein said object Xl 
exhibits cells and/or cell membranes originating from a cell or 
tissue sample of a sick patient, and wherein at least one other 
object Xn exhibits cells and/or cell membranes originating from 
a cell or tissue sample of a healthy test person. 

4. The process as claimed in claim 1 wherein said process 
comprises the following parallel step: 

(x) preparing a protein expression profile each of a sample 
portion each of said cell or tissue samples from which cells 
and/or cell membranes will be used in objects XI and Xn, and 
comparing the protein expression profile to be associated with 
object XI with that to be associated with object Xn, which 
comparison will show at least one difference. 
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7. The process as claimed in claim 1 wherein at least one marker 
molecule used in step (a) and/or step (c) is f luorochrome- 
conjugated. 

8. The process as claimed in claim 1 wherein at least one marker 
molecule used in step (a) and/or step (c) is an antibody. 

10. The process as claimed in claim 1 wherein at least one 
marker molecule used in step (a) and/or step (c) is a ligand. 

12. The process as claimed in claim 1 wherein, after removing 
the reagent solution according to step (c) , a rinsing step 
follows in which a rinsing solution is deposited on object XI 
and removed again after a certain period of time. 

13. The process as claimed in claim 1 wherein step (d) is 
performed by means of computer-aided image overlay. 

14. The process as claimed in claim 1 wherein the process 
comprises randomly repeatable bleaching cycles, in particular 
after step (b) . 
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Please add the following new claim 15: 

15. The process as claimed in claim 3 wherein: 

said process comprises the following parallel step: 
(x) preparing a protein expression profile each of a sample 
portion each of said cell or tissue samples from which cells 
and/or cell membranes will be used in objects XI and Xn, and 
comparing the protein expression profile to be associated with 
object XI with that to be associated with object Xn, which 
comparison will show at least one difference; 

said process comprises the following step, after step (x) : 
(y) examining at least one protein and/or at least one 
protein modification causing the difference detected in step (x) 
as to whether it binds to at least one marker molecule of the 
reagent solution Yl or Yn identified in step (g) ; 

at least one marker molecule used in step (a) and/or step 
(c) binds at least one protein and/or at least one protein 
modification causing the difference detected in step (x) ; 

at least one marker molecule used in step (a) and/or step 
(c) is f luorochrome-conjugated; 

at least one marker molecule used in step (a) and/or step 
(c) is an antibody; 
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said antibody is taken from an antibody library, said 
antibody library being of the naive or of the non-naive type; 

at least one marker molecule used in step (a) and/or step 
(c) is a ligand; 

said ligand is taken from a ligand library, said ligand 
library being of the naive or of the non-naive type; 

after removing the reagent solution according to step (c) , a 
rinsing step follows in which a rinsing solution is deposited on 
object XI and removed again after a certain period of time; 

step (d) is performed by means of computer-aided image 
overlay; 

the process comprises randomly repeatable bleaching cycles, 
in particular after step (b) . 

REMARKS 

This Preliminary Amendment puts the claims into proper form 
for examination. Note that claims 3, 4, 7, 8, 10, and 12-14 
have been amended; new claim 15 has been added; and claim 1, 2, 
5, 6, 9, and 11 remain unchanged. Kindly calculate the filing 
fee based on the amended claims. 
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The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned 



attorney to discuss any matter which would expedite allowance of 



the present application. 



Respectfully submitted, 
WALTER SCHUBERT 



Charles L. jGagnebm III 



Attorney for Applicant 

WE INGARTEN , SCHURGIN, GAGNEBIN 
& HAYES LLP 

Ten Post Office Square 
Boston, MA 02109 
Telephone: (617) 542-2290 
Telecopier: (617) 451-0313 
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Red-lines claims for the Examiner ' s convenience 
What is claimed is: 

3 . The process as claimed in ose — ei — efee — p r e c e ding — claims 1 

wherein said object XI exhibits cells and/or cell membranes 
originating from a cell or tissue sample of a sick patient, and 
wherein at least one other obj ect Xn exhibits cells and/ or cell 
membranes originating from a cell or tissue sample of a healthy 
test person. 

4. The process as claimed in ofxe — e4 — efee — pr e c eding — claims- 1 
wherein said process comprises the following parallel step: 

(x) preparing a protein expression profile each of a sample 
portion each of said cell or tissue samples from which cells 
and/or cell membranes will be used in objects XI and Xn, and 
comparing the protein expression profile to be associated with 
object XI with that to be associated with object Xn, which 
comparison will show at least one difference. 

7 . The process as claimed in €&e — &£ — efee — pr ece din g — claims 1 

wherein at least one marker molecule used in step (a) and/or 
step (c) is f luorochrome-conjugated. 
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8 . The process as claimed in e**e — &€ — fefee — preceding — claims 1 

wherein at least one marker molecule used in step (a) and/or 
step (c) is an antibody. 

10. The process as claimed in one — o€ — fehe — pr e ceding — claims- 1 
wherein at least one marker molecule used in step (a) and/or 
step (c) is a ligand. 

12 . The process as claimed in eae — ef — fche — preceding — claims 1 
wherein, after removing the reagent solution according to step 
(c) , a rinsing step follows in which a rinsing solution is 
deposited on obj ect XI and removed again after a certain period 
of time. 

13 . The process as claimed in of^e — e4 — fefee — p rec e ding — claims 1 
wherein step (d) is performed by means of computer-aided image 
overlay . 

14. The process as claimed in o^e — ei — fefee — p rec e ding — claims 1 
wherein the process comprises randomly repeatable bleaching 
cycles, in particular after step (b) . 
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